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Un-Complicate Your Christmas  
And bring harmony back into your holiday 

 

If your idea of a joy-filled Christmas season seems less than attainable, look no further! 

Cathy Messecar, Trish Berg, Brenda Nixon, Leslie Wilson, Terra Hangen and Karen 

Robbins compiled a one-stop resource book for all your Christmas needs. 

 

If you Christmas feels cluttered and chaotic leaving you fretting instead of singing, let A 

Scrapbook of Christmas Firsts-Stories to Warm Your Heart and Tips to Simplify Your Holiday 

help you re-discover how to bring harmony to your holiday.  

 

As you turn the pages of this beautiful book, you’ll find tips for family traditions, children 

crafts and activities, gift giving tips, money saving ideas, and yummy recipes you can sink 

your teeth into.  

 

But there is so much more. Each chapter is filled with heart-warming and humorous 

stories from the authors’ lives, Bible verses to keep you focused on Jesus, and a section 

with the history of all things Christmas. When did the evergreen become a Christmas tree? 

Why do we give gifts at Christmastime?  All the answers are inside this little book. 

 

Un-complicate your Christmas and rediscover the real source of joy as you usher in the 

celebration of faith, family and a Savior. The eye-catching scrapbooking designs in this 

colorful book and the stories of Christmas firsts make this an ideal gift as well as coffee 

table book. 

 

A Scrapbook of Christmas Firsts invites you to enjoy the true meaning of Christmas.  

 
Hardcover: 160 pages 
Publisher: Leafwood Publishers 
Retail: $16.99 
ISBN-10: 0891125647 
ISBN-13: 9780891125648 

What People are Saying about A Scrapbook of Christmas Firsts: 
 
“A Scrapbook of Christmas Firsts is a heartfelt book of inspirational stories, fun family traditions, yummy recipes and so much 
more! This book is the perfect holiday gift for that very special someone on your list, a gift they will treasure for a lifetime.” 
~Dahlynn McKowen, Co-author Chicken Soup for the Soul series 
 
“Don't wait for someone you love to put this book on their Christmas list. Give them a copy before Advent begins. And while 
you're at it, buy yourself a copy too!”  ~ Lynne Ford- Christian Radio Talk Show Host/Producer 
 
“A Scrapbook of Christmas Firsts helps readers bring back the simplicity of the season. By incorporating Scriptures, recipes, 
short stories, experiences and words of wisdom, the authors draw readers into preparation for a new old-fashioned 
Christmas.”  ~ Cec Murphy, Co-Author of the New York Times Bestseller 90 Minutes in Heaven 
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Cathy Messecar is a columnist for The Courier, Conroe, Texas. Her 

publishing history includes The Houston Chronicle, Christian Woman, Sisterhood, 

Power for Today, Christian Mirror Webzine, New Wineskins Magazine blog and 

others. She is a contributing author to a best seller devotional, God’s Abundance, 
and also to God’s Abundance for Women. She authored The Stained Glass Pickup 

(Leafwood Publishers / ACU Press, May 2006). Cathy and her husband, David, 
make their home in historic Montgomery, Texas, the birthplace of the Texas flag. 

 

 

 Trish Berg is author to three books including The Great American Supper 

Swap, Rattled, and A Scrapbook of Christmas Firsts, and has been a national 
speaker for MOPS and Hearts at Home. Her many national media appearances 

include Focus on the Family, ABC World News Tonight, Midday Connection and 
The Harvest Show. Her articles have appeared in Today’s Christian Woman, 

Woman’s World, MOMSense, CBN.com and Focus on the Family. Trish and her 

husband, Mike, are busy raising their four children and a lot of cows on their beef 
cattle farm in Ohio. 

 

 

 

As the former Kansas City FOX TV4 parenting expert, Brenda Nixon, M.A., is 

a popular speaker to parents and professionals on child behavior, the author of 

The Birth to Five Book and Parenting Power in the Early Years, a frequent media 
guest, and quoted in Parents magazine, USA Today Weekend, and on WebMD. 

Brenda has contributed to 24 books, including several in the best selling Chicken 
for the Soul series, and teaches at writer’s conferences. She and her family live in 

Ohio with their two miniature dachshunds. 

 

 

 Karen Robbins is a columnist for PositivelyFeminine.org. She is a mom, 

grandmother, travel addict, and scuba diver. She has published over 200 articles 

and essays in regional, national, and online publications. Karen is a contributor to 
The Bad Hair Day Book and Ho Ho Ho ( J. Countryman), Impact (NPH) and has a 

published novel, Divide the Child (Five Corners Publications). Karen and her 

family make their home in Ohio. 

  

 

Leslie Wilson’s humor column, Reality Motherhood, appears weekly in Dallas 

newspapers. Her words have tickled readers of numerous parenting magazines, 
as well as Chicken Soup for the Mother of Preschooler's Soul (Health, 2006) and 

The Groovy Chicks’ Road Trip series TM (Cook, 2005 and 2006). She speaks to 

thousands each year at Hearts at Home conferences, MOPS, Early Childhood 
PTAs and Mothers of Multiples, encouraging women in their roles as wives and 

mothers. Leslie and Bret watch their three children play sports in Rockwall, Texas. 

 

 

 Terra Hangen writes numerous devotionals and articles on prayer, 

gardening, faith, nature and wildlife. Her publishing history includes national print 

and online publications such as Vibrant Life, Dog Fancy, Lutheran Digest, Flower 
and Garden, and Hobby Farms and an essay in the Rainy Day Book. Terra and 

her family enjoy living on the Monterey Bay in California.  
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